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03/04/2019
Ms. Mechtild Rossler
UNESCO World Heritage Center
7 Place Fontenoy
75007 Paris
France

Dear Ms Rossier,

The Russian Ministry of Natural Resources is planning to weaken the regulatory law on pollutants
discharged from settlements and industries into Lake Baikal — a UNESCO World Natural Heritage
Site. | write to you to raise serious concerns about this proposal.

Lake Baikal is the world’s oldest and deepest lake, containing one fifth of all global surface
freshwater that is not locked up in a glacier or ice sheet. At the same time, the lake has been
labelled as the “Galapagos of Russia” - over 2,500 plant and animal species have been
documented, most of which are believed to be endemic.

Today, Lake Baikal is at a critical juncture with its ecosystem being threatened by a number of
anthropogenic disturbances. Since the 1950s rising lake water temperatures and reduced ice cover
duration have reduced mixing in the lake and impacted biological productivity [1]. It has also
become apparent that cultural eutrophication from settlements has, in recent years, negatively
impacted shoreline regions of the lake [2, 3], giving rise to the potential for multiple stressors that
impact its current and future ecological resilience.

In 1996 UNESCO cited Lake Baikal as “the most outstanding example of a freshwater ecosystem”.
The prosed weakening of legislation by the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources on Lake Baikal
will, amongst other pollutants, increasing the permissible discharge of chloride by >350% and
nitrates by >400%. If implemented, the changes will exacerbate current pressures on the lake and
risk irreversible harm to Lake Baikal’'s unique ecosystem, water quality and endemicity. As such, |
encourage you and the UNESCO organisation to intervene at the earliest opportunity.

Yours sincerely,

Copir Jorman
Dr George Swann (george.swann@nottingham.ac.uk)
Associate Professor
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YBaxaemas r-xa Poccnep,

Poccuiickoe MWHUCTEPCTBO MNPUPOAHBLIX PECYPCOB MNNaHUpyeT ocnabutb 3akoHOO4ATENbCTBO
OTHOCUTENbHO  3arpsi3HAOLWIMX  BelecTB, CcOpacbiBAaeMbIX W3  HACENEHHbIX MYyHKTOB U
NMPOMBILLSIEHHLIX NPeanpuaTuii B 03epo bankan — oObeKkT BCEMWPHOro MPUPOOHOro MUPOBOIO
Hacneans OHECKO. A nuwy Bam, 4Tobbl BbickazaTb CepbE3Hble OrnaceHus OTHOCUTENBHO 3TOro
NpeasioxXeHus:.

Bavikan asnseTca cambiM ApeBHUM U rry6OKUM 03epoM B MUPE, KOTOPOE COOEPXKUT NATYIO YacTb
MUPOBOrO 3arnaca NoBEPXHOCTHOW MPEeCHOW BOAbl, KOTOpasi He COKpbITa B NefHuKe Unu negosBom
nokpose. B TO e BpeMd, 03ep0 Nony4nno HasBaHue «poccumnckme ananorockl», MOCKOSbKY Tam
Obino obHapyxeHo cBbiwe 2500 BMOOB pPacCTEHUA U XKMBOTHbIX, OOMbLUMHCTBO M3 KOTOPbIX
CUNTalOTCA SHOEMUKAMMU.

CerogHa barikan npoxoguT KPUTUYMECKMM 3Tar, Korga €ero 9KOCUCTEME YIpoXaeT Uenbid  psag
aHTponoreHHbIX BosgencTeuini. C 1950-x T. noBbIEeHE TemnepaTypbl BOAbl B 03epe M CoKpalleHne
NPOOOIMKUTENBHOCTU CTOSIHUA NbAa MPUBENN K CHDKEHUIO NepemMeLurMBaHus o3epa U MOBNUANA Ha
Oouonornyeckyto  npogyktmeHocte [1]. Kpome Toro, cramo O4eBMAHBLIM, 4YTO KyNbTypHas
3BTpOMKaLNS OT HaCeNEéHHbIX NYHKTOB, B NOCNeAHNe rofbl Oka3ana HeraTuBHOe BO34eNCTBME Ha
npubpexHble paroHbl o3epa [2, 3], co3gaBas noTeHuman AnAsi MHOrOYUCHEHHbLIX CTPECCOPOB,
OKasblBalOLWNX BIIMAHNE HA €ro HbIHELLHIOW 1 ByayLy0 YCTONYMBOCTb.

B 1996 r. IOHECKO obbsBuno osepo barkan «cambiM sipkuM NPUMEPOM NPECHOBOOHOWN
akocucteMbl». Ocnabnenve 3akoHogaTenbCTBa, NpegnonaraeMoe pPoccUnMcKMM MUHUCTEPCTBOM
NPUPOAHbLIX PECypcoB, B OTHOLWEHWM o3epa bankan yBenuuuT, cpegu Npounx 3arpsi3HSLLMX
BeLLeCTB, gonycTuMmble HOpMbl cbpoca xnopugos 6onee yem Ha 350%, a HUTpaToB — Bonee yem
Ha 400%. B cnyyae peanusauum 3TUX NMAHOB, U3MEHEHUS YCYryOAT HbIHELLHIO Harpysky Ha
03ep0 WM PUCKYIOT HAHECTW HEMNOMpaBMMbIA Bpen YHMKaNbHOW 3KOCUCTEME, Ka4yecTBy BOAbl U
aHgemumyHocTn bankana. Mo aton npuunHe 51 npuabiato Bac n KOHECKO BmelwaTtbeca B 370 npu
nepBOW )Xe BO3MOXXHOCTH.

C yBaxeHueM,
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HokTop Ixopax CyoHH (george.swann@nottingham.ac.uk)
JoueHT
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